CHAPTER XXVIII
BULOW AND BARRERE
BEING a keen observer, with an eye for human weak-
ness in general, Billow had obtained a clear insight
into the position and weaknesses of publicity. He
had never exploited self-interest as did Barrere, Ms
colleague in Rome during a period of the war. While
he was Chancellor other agencies may have done for him this
work, which is perhaps an essential part of diplomatic
activity, but has been less practised in Germany than may
have been necessary. He may have learnt something in this
way in preparation for his Roman period during the
World War, but even then he worked indirectly. That
Barrere had scattered gold over Italy with a lavish
hand was more than an open secret. Deputy Benedetto
Cirmeni had expressed himself clearly enough on this point
some years before the war in a " Roman letter n to the Nm
Frek Presse. The crafty Camille Barrere had, since coming
to the Palazzo Farnese as French Ambassador in February,
1898, played the part of Zeus to Italy's Danae. From the
first day he descended upon one of the less reputable sections
of the Italian Press like a shower of golden rain, and one
result was to be the breaking of the alliance with the Central
Powers.
The birth of Italy's new alliance with France had been
heralded by many portents, such as the visit of the President
of the French Republic, Emil Loubet, to Rome and the return
visit of Victor Emmanuel III to Paris.
It was an easy matter for Austria's enemies in Italy to draw
comparisons between the attitude of the head of the French
State, the non-ally who without consideration for the Pope
showed first honour to the King of Italy, and the Emperor
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